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Shughart Thomson & Kilroy, P.C.'s Telecommunications and New Technologies Practice Group has
substantial experience in regulatory and enforcement proceedings before the Federal Communications
Commission (“FCC”) and state regulatory agencies, and in litigation involving telecommunications matters in
the federal and state courts. We present below, for your information, various recent regulatory and court
rulings affecting the telecommunications industry. We are available to assist you in such matters.
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FCC PROPOSES NEW RULES PREVENTING THE AUTOMATIC
EXPIRATION OF THE NATIONAL DO NOT CALL REGISTRY

The FCC has issued a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (“NPRM”) in Docket No, CC02-278, proposing to
amend its rules under the Telephone Consumer Protection Act, 47 U.S.C. § 227. The proposed amendments would
require telemarketers subject to the FCC’s rules to honor registrations with the National Do Not Call Registry (the
“Registry™) so that the registrations will not automatically expire based on the five-year registration period set forth in
the existing FCC rules, The FCC rules involved are set forth in 47 C.F.R. § 64,1200,

The FCC proposes to extend the registrations indefinitely to minimize consumer inconvenience in having to re-
register their preferences to not receive telemarketing calls and to further the Registry’s underlying goal to protect
consumer privacy rights,

The Registry’s five-year period expires June 28, 2008. Ten million telephone numbers were initially registered
for Do Not Calls. The registered numbers will be automatically removed from the Registry on June 28, 2008, unless
consumers take steps (o re-register their telephone numbers. By August 28, 2008, as many as 20 million additional
telephone numbers will potentially expire and be purged from the Registry. The FCC recognizes that expiration of the
Do Not Call registration may leave millions of consumers withoul protection against unwanted telemarketing calls.
Thus, the FCC is proposing an indefinite extension of the existing registrations. Consumer advocate groups favor the
extension,

FCC GRANTS WAIVER OF DEADLINE FOR LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIERS TO COMPLY WITH
FCC’S VALIDATION PROCESS FOR LOCAL NUMBER PORTABILITY

On February 5, 2008 the FCC granted a request from Embarg, a local exchange carrier, to waive until
September 30, 2008, the deadline for compliance with the FCC's declaratory ruling that the validation process for local
number portability (“LNP"") should be based on no more than four fields of information. Embarq filed the Petition for
Waiver on January 11, 2008. The FCC also waived the same deadline for all other affected companies until July 31,
2008. Prior to the FCC’s February 5 Order, the FCC had set February 6, 2008, as the deadline for telecommunications
carriers to meet the LNP validation requirements,

The FCC extended the deadline for Embarq and for the other affected carriers to assure that validation for LNP
will be performed correctly and that numbers being “ported out” are in fact those numbers for which portability requests
have been submitted to the current provider by a telephone subscriber. The FCC issued a Declaratory Order on
November 8, 2007 stating that LNP validation between telecommunication carriers should be based on no more than four
recommended fields for all simple ports of numbers. Simple ports can occur regardless of the context of the LNP
validation whether wireline-1o0-wireline, wireless-to-wireless, or intermodal such as wireline to cable companies who
provide voice telephone service. In its Declaratory Order the FCC explained that simple ports are those that (1) do not
involve unbundled network elements; (2) involve an account for a single line only; (3) do not include complex switching
translations (for example Centrex, ISDN, AIN services, remote call forwarding, or mobile services on the loop); and
(4) do not include a reseller.

Embarq’s waiver request stated that Embarq would deploy a new LNP validation system at the end of
September 2008, which would comply with the four-field requirement, but that substantial work and increased costs
would be required to modify Embarqg’s current system before the new system could be deployed. Embarg also stated that
it was fully willing to set up a dedicated process for LNP validation during the term of the waiver to provide expedited
handling of LNP requests that may not have all the information needed by Embarq’s current system for LNP validation.

Accordingly, the FCC has allowed Embarq until September 30, 2008, to deploy is LNP validation system with
four fields. All other affected carriers have until July 31, 2008 to deploy a similar-type LNP validation system.
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